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Office of Praccaedm‘:%s

FEB 19 2004

Part of February 18, 2004
Public Record

VIA U.P.S. OVERNIGHT

Mr. Vernon Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

RE: Docket AB-33 (Sub-No. 189X), Union Pacific Railroad Company
- Abandonment and Discontinuance Exemption - In Eau Clalre
County, WI (Eau Claire Industrial Lead in Eau Clalre WI)

Dear Mr. Williams:

The Union Pacific Railroad Company has received the attached
request from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation dated
January 9; 2004 on behalf of the City of Eau Claire (“Clty” for
a 180-day extension in which to complete negotiations for[the
acquisition under the provisions pursuant to 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d)
and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 regarding that portion of.the UP’ s right-
of-way known as the Eau Claire Industrial Lead from M.P. Q.00
near Barstow Street to M.P. 1.65 south of Truax Boulevard, a
distance of 1.65 miles in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. After
several conversations with representatives of the City and the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation it has been determined
that there is no funding available to the City for the purchase
of the Line. Rather than continue to expose the UP to potential
liability related to the trackage and bridge, UP has decided to
consummate the abandonment, remove or sell the bridge and sell
the available real property. A copy of the Clty s request |is
attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and hereby made a part hereof.

Ten (10) additional copies of this letter' and exhibit are
enclosed for the Board’s use and distribution.

Very truly yours,

s

Attachments

Cc: City of Eau Claire
Josephine Gomillion <202/565-9004>
Alan Lepeska -

Mack H. Shumate, Jr.
Senior General Attorney, Law Department

0: \ABANDONMENTS\33-189X\STB3.doc
UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD

101 N. Wacker Dr., Rm. 1920, Chicago, IL 60606-1718
ph. (312).777- 2055 fx. (312) 777-2065
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RE: Docket AB-33 (Sub-No. 189X), Union Pacific Railroad Company
- Abandonmént and Discontinuance Exemption - In Eau Claire
County, WI /(Eau Claire Industrial Lead in Eau Claire, WI)

Dear Mr. Williaﬁs:

The Union Pacific Railroad Company has received the attached
request from thd Wisconsin Department of Transportation dated
January 9, 2004 on behalf of the City of Eau Claire (“City”), for
a 180-day exten51on in which to complete negotiations for the
acquisition under the provisions pursuant ' to 16 U.S.C. § 1247 (d)
and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 regarding that portion of the UP’s right-
of-way known as‘the Eau Claire Industrial Lead from M.P. 0.00
near Barstow Street to M.P. 1.65 south of Truax Boulevard, a
distance of 1.65 miles in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin. After
several conversations with representatives of the City and the
Wisconsin Department of Transportation it has been determined
that there is no funding available to the City for the purchase
of the Line. Rather than continue to expose the UP to potential
llablllty related to the trackage and bridge, UP has decided to
consummate the abandonment, remove or sell the bridge and sell
the available real property. A copy of the Clty s request is
attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and hereby made a part hereof.

~Ten (10) additional copies of this letter and exhibit are
enclosed for the Board’s use and distribution.

Very truly yours,
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Josephine Gomillion <202/565-9004>
Alan Lepeska

Mack H. Shumate, Jr.
. Senior General Attorney, Law Department
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

AB-33 (SUB-NO. 189X)
UNION PAGIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY -- ABANDONMENT EXEMP
IN EAU CLAIRE COUNTY, WISCONSIN

_@NERED. 5008 THE CITY OF EAU CLAIRE REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION
» OF NOTICE OF INTERIM TRAIL USE

JAN 2.0 2003
: BACKGROUND

pary of
public Recotd

¥

On May 14, 2002, the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) filed with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board) a petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502 for exemption from the provisions:
of 49 1J.S.C. 10903 to abandon and discontinue service on a line of railroad B;nown as the Eau
Claire industrial Lead from M.P. 0.00 near Barstow Street to M.P. 1.65 south of Truax Bivd., a

‘ distanbe of 1.65 miles in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin (the "Line”). The Line traverse.s U.S. Postal
Service ZIP code 54703. There are no agency stations on the Line.

On June 20, 2002, the City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin (CECW) signed a Statement of
Willingness to Accept Financial Responsibility pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29. This statement is
for the segment of UP railroad known as the Eau Claire Industrial Lead from M.P. 0.00 near
Barstow Street to M.P. 1.65 south of Truax Bivd., a distance of 1.65 miles in Eau Claire County,
'Wisccnnsin.

On June 20, 2002, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) on behalf of the
City filed a request for a notice of interim trait use/rail banking (NITU) under 1 6 U.S.C. 1247(d)and
48 C.F.R. 1 152.29_‘ UP indicated its willingness to negotiate with the City for interim trail use. The
Board issued a‘N)TU under 49 C.F:R. 1152.29, which was served on August 30, 2002, allowing the
City until February 26, 2003 to negotiate a rail banking agreement with UP.

OnApril 3, 2003, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) on behalf of the

City filed a request for an extension of a notice of interim trail use/rail banking (NITU) under 16

EXHIBIT .

A

Blumberg No, 5208
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1.S.C. 1247(d) and 49 C.F.R. 1152.29. UP indicated its willingness t0 negotiate with the City for
interim trail use. The Boardissued a NITU under 49 C.F.R. 1152.29, which was served on Aprit 10,
2003, aflowing the City until August 25, 2003 to negotiate a rait banking agreement with UP.

On August 11, 2003, the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT)bn behalf of
the City filed a request for an extension of a notice of interim trail use/rail banking ‘(NITU) under 16
U.S.C. 1247(d)and 49 C.F.R. 1152.29. UP indicated its willingness to negotiate with the City for
intérim trail use. The Board issued a NlTU under 49 C.F.R. 1152.29, which was served on August
25, 2003, aliowing the City until February 21, 2004 to negoﬁate a rail banking agreement with UP.

The City and UP have had initial discussions. had some initial concerns but are now willing

_to continue discussions. The abandonment has not been consummated.

MOTION
Tharefore, WisDOT respectfully requests that the Board extend the period prescribed to
negotiate an interim trail use/rail bankind agreement for an additional 180 days for the land corridor
-and related real property. including bridge structures, on a line of railroad known as the Eau Claire
Industrial Lead from M.P. 0.00 near Barstow Street to M.P. 1.65 south of Truax Bivd., a distance of
1.65 miles in Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, for interim trail use and rail banking, pursuant to 16
U.S.C. § 1247(d) and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 to the City of Eau Claire.

- Respectfully submitteghthis 9™ day of January, 2004,

Allyn Lepesga State Baf No. 1013‘&74

Wisconsin Department of Transportation

4802 Sheboygan Avenue, Room 115-B

P. O.Box 7910

Madison, Wi 53707-7910

(608).266-0253

Attorney for Wisconsin Department of
Transportation
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